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National news 

 

New NHS skin cancer vaccine trial opens 

The NHS is expanding its Cancer Vaccine Launch Pad (CVLP) with a new phase II 
trial for advanced melanoma patients. The SCOPE trial will test iSCIB1+—a novel, 
DNA-based skin cancer vaccine developed by Scancell, delivered needle-free to 
boost immune response alongside immunotherapy. 

Unlike personalised vaccines, iSCIB1+ targets melanoma-specific markers, aiming 
to train T cells to recognise and attack cancer cells, reducing recurrence risk. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fthamesvalleycanceralliance.nhs.uk%252Fabout%252Fstakeholder-bulletin%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2Fi7W9XwjiBbMlMi23IcCyGug_5RjyXzhjkYv2AOt56CM%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634881643%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gPnMLUZR9Mqak27ucvHOSW1aI18zI0r8eVnnVA3%2FAW8%3D&reserved=0


The trial is now recruiting at seven NHS sites, with more to follow. Patients require 
HLA tissue typing to assess eligibility. 

Clinicians are encouraged to refer suitable patients. Participating hospitals will 
benefit from strengthened research infrastructure and improved access to cutting-
edge treatments. 

Full article here: NHS England » Early cancer diagnosis in England reaches 
highest ever level  

Cervical cancer elimination plan 

NHS England has published the Cervical cancer 
elimination by 2040 – plan for England, setting out 
how the NHS will improve equitable uptake and 
coverage across HPV vaccination and cervical 
screening to move towards eliminating cervical cancer 
by 2040.   

The report outlines how the NHS will build on what is 
already working well to drive vaccination and screening 

uptake and coverage, focusing on five cross-cutting themes: increasing access, 
raising awareness, reducing inequalities, improving digital capabilities and 
strengthening workforce capacity. 

Evaluation report published for the Lung Cancer Screening Programme 

Ipsos UK, in partnership with the NHS Strategy Unit, evaluated the NHS England 
Lung Cancer Screening Programme (2019–2024). The study assessed whether 
positive results from earlier pilots held true at scale in real-world NHS settings. The 
full report can be found here. 

Community Pharmacy Bank Holiday opening times 

Pharmacy opening times for the Easter Bank Holiday across the Southeast of 
England have now been published and are available here. 

Pharmacies are only listed if they have notified NHS England that they will be open. 

A map of the pharmacies that will be open on the Bank Holiday can be found here. 

 

Alliance updates 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.england.nhs.uk%252F2025%252F01%252Fearly-cancer-diagnosis-in-england-reaches-highest-ever-level%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FpoCMVQ5VfwID6D9jm8-UhmeA221E2ZNeBUeEg94QG1I%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634907914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B6QC2BgHLmJORE7UycknKorfQ9rdyhH6mcj7QXL1f%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.england.nhs.uk%252F2025%252F01%252Fearly-cancer-diagnosis-in-england-reaches-highest-ever-level%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FpoCMVQ5VfwID6D9jm8-UhmeA221E2ZNeBUeEg94QG1I%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634907914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B6QC2BgHLmJORE7UycknKorfQ9rdyhH6mcj7QXL1f%2BU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.england.nhs.uk%252Fpublication%252Fcervical-cancer-elimination-by-2040-plan-for-england%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FkxkUhCqgUBxIV2CM0QjRYpwImFUX9eLm2UbKoorHO_4%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634924461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zwlhxh6de53vLGZRLp73unsYb8eOCP4tCMnvzPF0RuI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.england.nhs.uk%252Fpublication%252Fcervical-cancer-elimination-by-2040-plan-for-england%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FkxkUhCqgUBxIV2CM0QjRYpwImFUX9eLm2UbKoorHO_4%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634924461%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Zwlhxh6de53vLGZRLp73unsYb8eOCP4tCMnvzPF0RuI%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.ipsos.com%252Fen-uk%252Fevaluation-targeted-lung-health-check-programme-nhs-england%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FirnET8zXP4CDmYt9feCttA9i6tlmryy9g8l5k7YtrkU%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634940604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kzFO7qm7MGbop3%2FqLoKPeV4FYnHbyRzkZwKNQKgnz%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.england.nhs.uk%252Fsouth-east%252Four-work%252Fpharmacy-opening-hours%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FMczRusDQruQTl99_6Wf1TJCugom5HtbGHRV3nD5fy1o%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634957107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HtC%2F7XkZLPZIYnojXxfyrAFyDAOCDlntfUFEUsBWZoA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.google.com%252Fmaps%252Fd%252Fu%252F0%252Fviewer%253Fll%3D51.36257598205062%25252C-0.18461239999999712%2526mid%3D1kUlh8GLnktue7V6cu8anxY-x7QaD1PI%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2526z%3D9%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FHsyAY0RqjVkyytcWWjfpis6riBZP56mLnCEFNUYwYjg%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634973299%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I%2FNKA9vlm%2FL0LziikSK6PHCHh9IXgR8ek5V1TZPIVOc%3D&reserved=0


Signposting and improving access to regular dental care 

From 1 April, some local NHS dental practices are offering urgent appointments 
for: 

• Patients needing clinical care within 24 hours (or as soon as possible). This 
includes cancer patients with a surgery coming up or with another 
clinical need.   

• Those needing treatment within 7 days, unless symptoms worsen 

More info here: Dental services information  

Please help spread the word to eligible people and communities who may benefit 
from improved access to dental services. 

 

Training and events 

Free CPD webinar from CoppaFeel! 

Looking to organise a CPD session for your team, group or study day? 

CoppaFeel!, the youth-focused breast cancer awareness charity, offers free breast 
awareness webinars tailored for healthcare professionals. 

Sessions are designed to support your role and can be scheduled at a date and 
time to suit you. 

Learn more and enquire here: CoppaFeel! CPD Webinars 

UKONS annual conference 2025 – Call for abstracts 

 

UKONS members are invited to submit abstracts for poster and oral presentations 
at the 2025 Annual Conference, themed ‘Celebrating the Inspirational in Cancer 
Nursing’. 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fstaywell-bob.nhs.uk%252Fdentist-services%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2Fp8ahPr8rcUP8tpn0E5pBoco4qKFeGM8EjWciU4PA9tQ%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798634989013%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uMWFYcCmDsqXNOMxpl3SFYThzp4psLvmVBwvq6hi9Nc%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcoppafeel.org%252Fbreast-cancer-info-and-advice%252Fhealthcare-professionals%252F%253F_gl%3D1%25252Ah00lbo%25252A_up%25252AMQ..%25252A_ga%25252ANzMwOTA3MDYyLjE3NDMwMDQ1NDE.%25252A_ga_4L2ZBY8SS5%25252AMTc0MzAwNDU0MC4xLjAuMTc0MzAwNDU0MC4wLjAuMA..%2526utm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2523bespoke-webinars%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FvcGYfwPYtjLT-wtiKTlRplpF3JkBS_NDEvlDMoen-Ow%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798635008499%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VyqC7xZ4IjPcIZW%2F2oiDxu6vTqbfvSXipN%2BHTvIpomU%3D&reserved=0


There are 4 themes for submissions: 

• Clinical Practice 

• Education & Training 

• Leadership & Management 

• Audit & Innovation 

Submit your abstract here. 

 

Patient facing resources 

Breast cancer resources available now 

Breast Cancer Leaflets in 7 Languages 
Free, easy-to-share leaflets from CoppaFeel! in 
Arabic, Bengali, Polish, Punjabi, Romanian, Urdu & 
Welsh. Covers signs, symptoms & chest checking. Download or order here 

LD-Friendly Cancer Resources 
Easy-read tools for people with learning disabilities, covering breast/testicular 
cancer, symptoms, and self-checking. Read more and download here 

Pregnancy & Breast Cancer 
New booklet for pregnant/breastfeeding women on spotting signs and checking 
confidently. Read more and download here 

Patient Experience Week - 28 April to 2 May 

This annual celebration shines a light on the individuals and teams who make a real 
difference to patient care every day. It’s a chance to reflect, recognise and re-
energise. 

This year’s theme, Building the Foundations of Experience, focuses on the vital role 
every interaction plays in shaping the patient journey — from clinical care to 
everyday kindness. 

Look out for and share our social media posts next week! 

New UKHSA campaign: Keep Antibiotics Working 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fsuccinct.wufoo.com%252Fforms%252Fukons-abstract-submission-2025%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FoPqMKVuAZ-EekHtLhk7PYG3LV9oxNnVGcT9GEeyiPt8%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798635026728%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cg62522nnGNi6EeVRQ9i%2Bzl%2BxxS3lrVAuqgYIe4FWCU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcoppafeel.org%252Fbreast-cancer-info-and-advice%252Fmaterials-resources%252Fchecking-leaflets%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FVsmjli1bCEDBuIyH0GFU7dsocbqplkx6g87IV1_FmTU%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798635043411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sIa9zOmilFnU0g8ABfe7Q7VGF%2FdFLLAjXAw0q6yi69M%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.thera.co.uk%252Fabout%252Fprojects%252Fknow-your-body%252Fabout-the-know-your-body-project%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FtMs5Ty1yIiAejmbvPDQQvGnZkm4MmUtLAdyPGwTGTfQ%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798635060367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PQ4yHlPE0zjeq8Vtt6i%2BtjRBBFHVFE9FIDoMnsfrNeU%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcoppafeel.org%252Fbreast-cancer-info-and-advice%252Funderstanding-breast-changes%252Fpregnancy%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FqPFAuxH6rfktWXsOWq3Ff0CZStparnath4k2SnQgPRw%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798635076718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=06%2FYWqav6gBFt7lfu1CEFP8FkbyPErxGzxBuONelDSk%3D&reserved=0


UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has launched a 
fresh digital campaign to tackle antibiotic resistance, 
aimed at 18–34-year-olds. Fronted by a new 
character, Andi Biotic, the campaign debunks 
common myths and builds on the success of the 2018 
initiative. 

A communications toolkit is available to help you 
promote the campaign. It includes key messages, 
suggested copy, social media assets, posters, and 

more. 

• Access the toolkit via the UKHSA GoogleDrive.  

• Share the latest UKHSA blog on AMR with your networks. 

• Questions or feedback? Contact: externalaffairs@ukhsa.gov.uk  
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdrive.google.com%252Fdrive%252Ffolders%252F1eEUnQ07HK89u86s5YHyZlaR9uunW4BI6%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F0101019643227fd1-8866f351-1755-4b3e-a0bd-7a14cc2570a2-000000%2FxCVGHW5eTa7gGaqbyvdihThzwX7iG_JrF_L_mvF3usk%3D401&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7C3e8f69a5cf7144d1f70d08dd7d946ca2%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C1%7C638804798635093049%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C60000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bWQhK4fxKRsIEMSO%2BACo29SyKTCfMzNJaGFAiQdyo1Y%3D&reserved=0
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