
 

 

   

Issue 124: 16 October 2025 

• National news 

• Alliance updates 

• Training and events 

• Patient facing resources 

 

National news 

NHS delivers record levels of elective and cancer care over the summer 

New NHS data shows record activity across elective and cancer services between 
June and August. More than 4.6 million elective cases were completed, while 
654,000 patients received a cancer diagnosis or had the disease ruled out within 28 
days — the highest number ever recorded. 

Despite strike action and seasonal pressures, treatment levels rose 4.4% 
compared with last summer. NHS leaders praised staff for delivering exceptional 
care while preparing for continued high demand into winter. 

Read the full story here: NHS England » Record summer of NHS activity 

New Thames Valley ICB confirmed 

The Government has approved plans to create a new Thames Valley Integrated 
Care Board (ICB), which will launch in April 2026. 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.england.nhs.uk%252F2025%252F10%252Frecord-summer-of-nhs-activity%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FctSlKJ1NqKot9yyod8Gw2IOzZk287PSk7OkSujve7qE%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558668035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fh1O0yr3L7Wp%2FISm%2BZwuhk%2BKu%2B7HhjX5JD4oMghhT1M%3D&reserved=0


This is part of wider NHS reforms under the 10-Year Health Plan, aiming to improve 
population health, tackle inequalities, and make sure everyone has access to high-
quality care. 

Frimley ICB and BOB ICB are now working together through a formal collaboration 
(Cluster) to form the new organisation. Dr Nick Broughton has been appointed 
Chief Executive of the BOB and Frimley ICB Cluster. from 1 October 2025, and will 
lead the work to establish the new Thames Valley ICB. 

Find out more: NHS Thames Valley ICB: update on changes to Integrated Care 
Boards | BOB ICB 

10-Year Workforce Plan: Your voice needed 

NHS partners and stakeholders are asked to contribute to a call for evidence to 
support the development of the 10-Year Workforce Plan. The aim is to create a plan 
that empowers staff, delivers world-class care, and secures the future of the NHS. 
More info here 

Closes 11.59pm, Friday 7 November 2025. 

 

Alliance updates 

Genomics takes centre stage at first TVCA Education Event 

On Monday 13 October, TVCA hosted its 
first-ever Genomics Education Event at 
Reading Town Hall - a fantastic day bringing 
together 55 professionals from across the 
alliance, generously supported by 
Macmillan Cancer Care. 

Delegates enjoyed an inspiring programme 
featuring experts in clinical genetics, 
haematology, inherited cancer testing, 

emerging cancer vaccines, and genomic-driven treatment planning. 

Presentation slides and resources from the day are available on the TVCA website 
here: Genomics resources for clinicians  

TVCA lung cancer screening milestone 
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TVCA Lung Cancer Screening Programme has diagnosed over 100 lung cancers 
through the screening programme.  The first site to go live was Great Western 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust in August 2022, followed by Oxford University 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust in March 2024, Buckinghamshire Healthcare Trust 
in April 2024 and the Royal Berkshire NHS Foundation Trust in June this year.  

For more information about the Lung Cancer Screening Programme, get in touch or 
visit our website Lung cancer screening - thamesvalleycanceralliance.nhs.uk 

 

 

 

Training and events 

Black History Month: Free e-learning for healthcare professionals 

A free e-learning module is available to help improve 
understanding of health issues affecting the Black 
community: 

Diagnosing breast cancer in Black women – a 30-
minute RCGP course exploring risk factors and barriers 
to diagnosis. Register free on the RCGP website. 

New UKONS publication - Free online access 
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A new book, co-authored by Mark Foulkes, RBH Lead cancer nurse, is now 
available with free online access: Cancer Care in the Post-COVID World 

Macmillan Education and Learning – Free online opportunities 

Macmillan Cancer Support, in collaboration with the University of West of England, 
is accepting applications for the Evidencing Work-Based Learning module until the 
end of October. The module helps develop leadership skills and supports service 
improvement projects within your workplace. Macmillan fully funds 30 level credits 
for successful applicants. Find out more and apply here: Macmillan Cancer 
Support  

The self-led Online HOPE programme is also available for people affected by 
cancer. It focuses on developing skills to manage the emotional, physical, and 
practical challenges of life with and beyond cancer. More information is available 
on the Online HOPE programme page. 

Updated Pancreatic Cancer online course 

Pancreatic Cancer UK has updated its free, CPD-certified Introduction to 
Pancreatic Cancer course for health professionals. More info here: Introduction to 
pancreatic cancer course 

The three-part series covers symptoms and diagnosis, treatment options, and 
symptom management — ideal for both new and experienced clinicians. 

Access the course or find out more at: hpnetwork@pancreaticcancer.org.uk 

Pancreatic Cancer UK – Free treatment webinar 

Pancreatic Cancer UK – Free Treatment Webinar Series. Join Pancreatic Cancer UK 
this October for part two of a free webinar series for health professionals:  

Chemotherapy and radiotherapy – 22 October, 9-11am 

Email hpnetwork@pancreaticcancer.org.uk for further information. 

Nuffield Health – Free cancer activity programme 
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This programme supports people undergoing hormone 
therapy for prostate cancer. 

Delivered in partnership with the STAMINA research 
team at Sheffield Hallam University, the 24-week 
programme provides supervised exercise, personalised 
plans, and access to local Nuffield Health gyms — 
completely free of charge. 

For details or referrals, email CAP@nuffieldhealth.com 

Cancer professionals podcast – The power of Acute Oncology 

The latest episode of The Cancer Professionals Podcast explores the fast-paced 
world of Acute Oncology, featuring Naomi Clatworthy, Acute Oncology Nurse 
Consultant, and Peter Cook, who shares his personal experience of a rare 
oncological emergency. Produced by Macmillan Cancer Support and UKONS, the 
episode highlights how Acute Oncology Services are transforming cancer care and 
improving outcomes. 
Listen on major podcast platforms or via the Macmillan website. 

 

Patient facing resources 

November wareness campaigns 

November marks a focus on four key cancer 
awareness initiatives 

Find out how to get involved, share resources, and 
support early diagnosis: 

• Pancreatic Cancer Awareness Month – 
Pancreatic Cancer UK  

• Lung Cancer Awareness Month – Roy Castle 
Lung Cancer Foundation  

• Gastric (Stomach) Cancer Awareness Month 
– Cancer Research UK: Stomach Cancer  

• Mouth Cancer Action Month – Mouth Cancer 
Foundation  
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National Cholesterol Month – October 

1 in 2 adults in the UK are affected by high cholesterol - understanding how to 
manage this supports overall health as well as cancer recovery. 

Encourage people to know their numbers, get tested, and make small changes that 
protect both heart and long-term health. 

More details: National Cholesterol Month 2025 

 

 

   

Like and follow us on our social media channels: 

   

FaceBook 

BlueSky  

Instagram 

LinkedIn 

Nextdoor 

YouTube  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

If you have a TVCA Bulletin article you would like to share, just get in touch with us 
at: bobicb-bw.tvca.bulletin@nhs.net 

Manage my Preferences | Unsubscribe all updates 

    

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.heartuk.org.uk%252Fnational-cholesterol-month%252Fncm25%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FauOFlFPnisEVy52n6uokbvAwAuLWfVRcDkr0yhOkmpQ%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558811673%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UGsrYGjK3%2FP0bGPL7hlx4FSjbg5AiATZKT7haRpBJK4%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252FTVCA2025%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2F_BMrrtREj3dqoX6NDiukTu3BBRccGgxuRm1oB4JKLHA%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558819460%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FRM%2BHhLMI%2FVu6Akr%2Fq93evrL6cqh41OAqNEd9BfyX9g%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fbsky.app%252Fprofile%252Ftvca2025.bsky.social%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FT2FumtHMjRPYysNa_61KFkVnONjiKBfHapxWKOFDlvs%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558827313%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FLKEqcLwF3RRWfegUdufipIuDlPIjr7trurdLCwVqa0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.instagram.com%252Ftvca2025%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F2%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2Fvu7v2oWVNuUfEQdVwDuVJa1PYm2EM5G4a3fp8rNErXI%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558845956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e8h2MghmKgVtx1pdpa7sWGFShs0wy%2FvJaWrGo%2FMkPE0%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.linkedin.com%252Fcompany%252F80943424%252Fadmin%252Fpage-posts%252Fpublished%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FzFS02xgJo3MMmTcd1gioWky_afoUlC2o5iWcvVTkMfA%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558853631%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BuTIeKQZcxh5FMLf1PjK0864C3MRoe9fZGDUL7xILJg%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnextdoor.co.uk%252Fprofile%252F02SrYzrjxBPLxtNwK%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FjfveHuiRDx7rWZ9ciZVsJjfRN5hUR1Jw7CZQV_T9I6Q%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558861295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q%2F7HbTDL2K62FC0M2KUqCfrspCH7iygQQZ%2FAXpUL6rk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252F%40thamesvalleycanceralliance6730%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FI_-xh04i-bwF7CroChJYhP0IU5oMkv6UBUNU6-c4qos%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558868827%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ybTVAE2cLwGpUakZOX5WCggW2HWhVXa0m1CBNfi7QcM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bobicb-bw.tvca.bulletin@nhs.net
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fpublic.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FUKBOBICS%252Fsubscriber%252Fedit%253Fpreferences%3Dtrue%2523tab1%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FD6i4z8dkdlJ4KrktNXvyPdYXhoaxGOTWwhuni3pmpYg%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558911104%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PnFdn3WC7jefX6NnevEgEr757Hi6iXt9LFH1OF5Xt%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fthamesvalleycanceralliance.nhs.uk%252Fevents%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2F61_-HkdHlDxJBMZkWSrdc6SvCr1ht7gfOZJICjGT4zA%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558883696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FdeCLmn4QvDtrGRb4lU4AlX%2Fluu%2BnOVGRuSnh4xm8QY%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fthamesvalleycanceralliance.nhs.uk%252Four-work%252Fpatient-engagement-patient-experience%252Fcampaigns%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FXa8EEUmlOLLC9Pd9VzOLAPF9q5RqTelYDPUhRiOgbUo%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558891229%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZEdh%2Fz%2BKLxbnPs7qn0Rz1duq6l1GXqz77BnJZ9iLM2U%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-2.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fthamesvalleycanceralliance.nhs.uk%252F%253Futm_medium%3Demail%2526utm_name%3D%2526utm_source%3Dgovdelivery%2F1%2F01010199edf5fdbd-1375760b-45a1-40b2-863e-8ac6afdaf913-000000%2FLx4mM0GUT-5_O1GJjWuqqAKR4jF3I89-s8fuwIJJQzg%3D427&data=05%7C02%7Cbecks.smith%40nhs.net%7Cd1c0f8d2762b430f56b908de0cd553e6%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638962307558900478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wwifdzQQPQpeDN9EsYOt82OdBaZKeI2B52DH4DiNAE8%3D&reserved=0


 


