
 

   
 

Cancer Research UK: Resources to support the 

deliverables outlined in 2026/2027 Cancer Alliance 

Planning Support Pack  

This document summarises Cancer Research UK resources that may 
support Alliances with activity planned in 2026/27.  

Neighbourhood Earlier Diagnosis  

Theme CRUK support and resources: 
Local Early Diagnosis 
Plans 

The following resources may be helpful to 
you: 
Proactive models of cancer care 
Recordings of expert-led sessions at CRUK 
Cancer Alliance leadership events that cover 

• Optimising referrals from primary care  
• Optimising diagnostics to assess 

cancer risk 
Socioeconomic deprivation and inequalities 

• Cancer in the UK 2025: Socioeconomic 
deprivation report  

• Results of the Cancer Awareness 
Measure (plus) annual survey 

Early diagnosis and route to diagnosis 
• Early diagnosis waterfall 
• Driving reductions in late stage 

diagnosis infographic 
• Cancer referral activity briefing: referral, 

detection and conversion rates 
explained 

• Using evidence, data and metrics to 
support a local ED strategy 

Prostate 
• CAP trial (PSA test) summary 

 
Proven interventions 

https://cancerresearchuko365.sharepoint.com/:u:/r/sites/Facilitators/Clinical%20Engagement%20Team/4.%20Workstream%20Activity/1.%20Audience%20Engagement/3.%20Leadership%20Events/Leadership%20Events%20-%20England/Nov%2024%20-%20Leadership%20Event/Slides%20and%20recordings/Charlotte%20Williams%20presentation.url?csf=1&web=1&e=E8v5PQ
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1140709390%2F548f26e5b9%3Fshare%3Dcopy%26fl%3Dsv%26fe%3Dci&data=05%7C02%7CNaomi.Bemment%40cancer.org.uk%7C7c531227896440ef927208de64cba57e%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C0%7C0%7C639059023001717545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IwmaJOS71MBLC%2BMnsPYRfz%2BVm2WmFQgTdH6ozCYMkdI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1140709390%2F548f26e5b9%3Fshare%3Dcopy%26fl%3Dsv%26fe%3Dci&data=05%7C02%7CNaomi.Bemment%40cancer.org.uk%7C7c531227896440ef927208de64cba57e%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C0%7C0%7C639059023001717545%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IwmaJOS71MBLC%2BMnsPYRfz%2BVm2WmFQgTdH6ozCYMkdI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cancer_in_the_uk_2025_socioeconomic_deprivation.pdf?_gl=1*1bw40b2*_gcl_au*MTUwMjg1NDU5NC4xNzM2MjUxNzM4*_ga*MTQ5MDMwMDg4NC4xNzE5MjE5MzA4*_ga_58736Z2GNN*MTc0MDE0Mzg5MS4yMzYuMS4xNzQwMTQ1NzI3LjYwLjAuMA..
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cancer_in_the_uk_2025_socioeconomic_deprivation.pdf?_gl=1*1bw40b2*_gcl_au*MTUwMjg1NDU5NC4xNzM2MjUxNzM4*_ga*MTQ5MDMwMDg4NC4xNzE5MjE5MzA4*_ga_58736Z2GNN*MTc0MDE0Mzg5MS4yMzYuMS4xNzQwMTQ1NzI3LjYwLjAuMA..
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/awareness-and-prevention/the-cancer-awareness-measures-cam-plus
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/awareness-and-prevention/the-cancer-awareness-measures-cam-plus
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/3N8NQJGNePQDsy2n6HzOrY/5c2ef5f53bd56c8f41aa3c6dbe68aa5e/5_-_ed_waterfall_early_increase_split_75_v4.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/4oDCfVOzbYq42YI5ehDQrK/ec4fac3c8df17f12ce3e30ada9897d35/ed_waterfall_late_stage_2023.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/4oDCfVOzbYq42YI5ehDQrK/ec4fac3c8df17f12ce3e30ada9897d35/ed_waterfall_late_stage_2023.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cancer_referral_activity_explainer.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=EnglandDec
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cancer_referral_activity_explainer.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=EnglandDec
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cancer_referral_activity_explainer.pdf?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=EnglandDec
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1140716613%2F5c813b67d2%3Fshare%3Dcopy%26fl%3Dsv%26fe%3Dci&data=05%7C02%7CNaomi.Bemment%40cancer.org.uk%7C7c531227896440ef927208de64cba57e%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C0%7C0%7C639059023001926415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FHSy%2BarWGX2A6B3wqkpDCxwgXEK43b9skkEjozcclmE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F1140716613%2F5c813b67d2%3Fshare%3Dcopy%26fl%3Dsv%26fe%3Dci&data=05%7C02%7CNaomi.Bemment%40cancer.org.uk%7C7c531227896440ef927208de64cba57e%7C4473892f71e046fc8dec273902b51349%7C0%7C0%7C639059023001926415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FHSy%2BarWGX2A6B3wqkpDCxwgXEK43b9skkEjozcclmE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cap_trial_health_systems_email_update_aug24.pdf


 

   
 

• Updates from the Test, Evidence, 
Transition programme 
 

GP Education 
• CRUK and Macmillan Cancer Support’s 

Community of Practice  for GPs with an 
interest in improving cancer outcomes 
through webinars and education. 

 
Throughout the year we will also be 
developing new resources and tools, such as: 

• Dissemination of the regional Cancer 
Awareness Measure plus (CAM+) 
survey results 

• Horizon scanning for evidence on early 
diagnosis innovations 
 

Bowel Programme • The bowel grid: a practical tool to help 
you identify which interventions are 
most likely to improve bowel screening 
uptake among groups with lower 
participation  

• Case study: Improving bowel screening 
uptake in England 

• We have dedicated bowel cancer 
screening webpages and resources for 
healthcare professionals and patients, 
including our Bowel cancer screening 
good practice guide.  
 

Support for Primary Care to safety net patients e.g. patients with 
unresolved symptoms that do not warrant a referral or those removed 
from suspected cancer pathways 

• Safety netting webpage 
• Safety netting flow chart 
• Safety netting summary 
• E-safety netting tools webpage 
• E-safety netting tools summary table  

https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/diagnosis/test-evidence-transition-programme
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/diagnosis/test-evidence-transition-programme
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/community-of-practice
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/community-of-practice
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-screening/bowel-cancer-screening/encouraging-participation-in-bowel-screening#the-bowel-grid
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cruk_insights_in_improving_bowel_screening_uptake_in_england_sept24.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/cruk_insights_in_improving_bowel_screening_uptake_in_england_sept24.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-screening/bowel-cancer-screening
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-screening/bowel-cancer-screening
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/2HPjZdtUoTYpA9W16iz9N9/e4acdecd3f5e2e504972537cc0d51a33/cruk_bowel_cancer_screening_good_practice_guide.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/2HPjZdtUoTYpA9W16iz9N9/e4acdecd3f5e2e504972537cc0d51a33/cruk_bowel_cancer_screening_good_practice_guide.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/diagnosis/suspected-cancer-referral-best-practice/safety-netting
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/5tYvFkPjoLQMa8dMZl0Qn9/aa0f8be65189d5b540b5c72b45996eb3/cruk_safety_netting_flowchart.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/safetynetting-summary
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/diagnosis/primary-care/safety-netting/e-safety-netting-tools
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/19ojpmOK3x9k9zVytl0d9k/518a419ba223411441a42587c56d545b/cruk_safety_netting_e-tools_UK_overview.pdf


 

   
 

Faster Diagnosis and Operational Performance  

Theme CRUK support and resources: 
Faster Diagnosis: 
Urological Cancer 

• An area of importance for CRUK, where 
we have a strong understanding of the 
evidence base related to optimising 
prostate, bladder and kidney pathways, 
so we can support with queries and 
share other emerging areas that can 
support optimisation.  

Resources for Primary Care include: 
• Bladder & Kidney GP insight guide 
• PSA testing webpage  
• Prostate Cancer GP insight Guide   
• Overdiagnosis webpage  
• Doctors.net.uk eLearning: Adult urological 

cancers in primary care (Module) and 
Urological cancers and non-specific 
symptoms (short-form message) 
(registration required) 
 

Faster Diagnosis: 
Gynaecological 
Cancer 

• We have a strong understanding of the 
evidence related to the optimisation of 
gynaecological cancers so can support 
with queries and share other emerging 
areas that can support optimisation.  

Resources for Primary Care include: 
• Doctors.net.uk: Early Diagnosis of 

gynaecological cancers in primary care 
(module) and Managing patients with 
abnormal bleeding (short-form 
message) 

• GatewayC: Cervical Cancer course 
• NB Medical webinar – on demand: 

Gynaecological cancers (October 2024) 
 

Faster Diagnosis: 
Breast Cancer 

We have a strong understanding of the 
evidence related to optimising breast cancer 
pathways so can support with queries and 

https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/4SfrKAt2exWxpaBe3RE41X/2e75b2768a0aa446d1d1e471af0b23d9/Bladder_and_Kidney_Cancer_Insight_Guide_2024.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/diagnosis/primary-care/primary-care-investigations/psa-testing
https://assets.ctfassets.net/u7vsjnoopqo5/6M9z2IN2Gw0Lbxl2k3CMU0/ae53d0f0815b5fd4eaccc6657850e2f0/cruk_managing_suspected_prostate_cancer_EnglandWales_Nov25.pdf
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/cancer-screening/overdiagnosis
https://www.doctors.net.uk/ecme/wfrmStudy.aspx?groupid=0&moduleid=1907&orgnid=0
https://www.doctors.net.uk/eClient/cruk/gcglu-2.0/message-10.html
https://www.doctors.net.uk/ecme/wfrmNewIntro.aspx?moduleid=1912
https://www.doctors.net.uk/eClient/cruk/gcglu-2.0/message-6.html
https://www.doctors.net.uk/eClient/cruk/gcglu-2.0/message-6.html
https://www.gatewayc.org.uk/courses/cervical-cancer/
https://www.nbmedical.com/clinics/hot-topics-gynaecological-cancer-clinic-2024-10-15
https://www.nbmedical.com/clinics/hot-topics-gynaecological-cancer-clinic-2024-10-15


 

   
 

share other emerging areas that can support 
optimisation.  
 

Faster Diagnosis: Skin 
Cancer 

Resources for Primary Care include: 
• Skin cancer insight guide for GPs 

 
Operational 
performance 

Head and Neck cancer toolkit for GPs and 
Dentists hosted on Doctors.net.uk (login 
required) 
 

Faecal 
Immunochemical 
Testing (FIT) 

Education and awareness support for Primary 
care regarding the most appropriate use of 
the FIT pathway.  
 

• FIT symptomatic webpage 
• Patient-facing FIT symptomatic guide  
• FIT screening v symptomatic pathway 

guide (England)  
• Doctors.net.uk: Bowel Cancer prevention 

and early diagnosis (quiz) and managing 
suspected bowel cancer (short-form 
message)  

• GatewayC: Colorectal cancer course 
 

Please note: Healthcare professional e-learning is free to access but requires registration 
with the provider.  

Treatment  

We have a strong understanding and can provide evidence/commentary 
on treatment variation and its drivers, so we can support with queries. We 
are developing a programme of work to support cancer audit and quality-
related activity to improve access to optimal treatment.  

Please also see links to two articles we have written on this: 

https://cruk.org/skin-insight
https://www.doctors.net.uk/eClient/cruk/head-and-neck-cancer-toolkit-3641/index.html
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/health-professional/diagnosis/investigations/fit-symptomatic
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/fit-symptomatic-leaflet
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/screening-vs-symptomatic-england
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/screening-vs-symptomatic-england
https://www.doctors.net.uk/ecmeLna/Default.aspx?lnaid=416
https://www.doctors.net.uk/eClient/cruk/gcglu-2.0/message-3.html
https://www.doctors.net.uk/eClient/cruk/gcglu-2.0/message-3.html
https://www.gatewayc.org.uk/courses/colorectal-cancer/


 

   
 

- Cancer inequalities: The problem of unwarranted variation in access to 
treatment (2024) 

- Variation in access to cancer treatments is unacceptable – what can 
the National Cancer Plan for England do to help? (2025) 

Lung Cancer Screening  

We have dedicated lung cancer screening webpages. We are also 
developing a tool to look at lung screening uptake by group and 
interventions to increase uptake. 

For any follow up questions or information, please email 
healthsystemsengagement@cancer.org.uk  

https://news.cancerresearchuk.org/2024/02/23/unwarranted-variation-in-access-to-treatment/
https://news.cancerresearchuk.org/2024/02/23/unwarranted-variation-in-access-to-treatment/
https://news.cancerresearchuk.org/2025/10/23/variation-in-access-to-cancer-treatments-is-unacceptable-what-can-the-national-cancer-plan-for-england-do-to-help/
https://news.cancerresearchuk.org/2025/10/23/variation-in-access-to-cancer-treatments-is-unacceptable-what-can-the-national-cancer-plan-for-england-do-to-help/
https://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-cancer/lung-cancer/getting-diagnosed/screening
mailto:healthsystemsengagement@cancer.org.uk

